
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD  
BOARD MEETING SESSION – DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

MAY 19, 2020 

ITEM 3 

SUBJECT 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OR DESIGNEE TO APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND/OR AMEND A FEDERAL WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE NATION (WIIN) GRANT 

DISCUSSION 

Section 1459A of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as amended by the 2016 Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act and the 2018 America’s Water 
Infrastructure Act, authorizes the United States Environmental Protection Agency  
(U.S. EPA) to award grants to states to assist underserved, small and disadvantaged 
communities that are unable to finance activities needed to comply with the SDWA, as 
well as respond to a drinking water contaminant. 

Funds for the WIIN grant will be awarded to states (the “eligible entity”) based on an 
allocation formula similar to that of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). 
Eligible applicants include the 50 states, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The DWSRF Program is capitalized with grants from the U.S. EPA and matching state 
funds, and is administered in compliance with state and federal law, regulations, and 
policies, and agreements with U.S. EPA, including capitalization grant agreements and 
the Operating Agreement for Implementing and Managing the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund Program.  The Division of Financial Assistance (Division) administers 
the DWSRF Program to fund eligible drinking water projects through the DWSRF Policy, 
as required by Health and Safety Code section 116760.43.  The State Water Resources 
Control Board (State Water Board) originally adopted the DWSRF Policy on  
October 21, 2014, last amended on December 3, 2019. 

U.S. EPA notified the State Water Board that a federal fiscal year (FFY) 2020 WIIN 
grant of approximately $4,000,000 is available to the State Water Board to assist with 
implementation of the DWSRF Program.  State Water Board staff prepared a draft list of 
projects to submit to U.S. EPA as part of a workplan, which is a requirement of the WIIN 
grant application. 

POLICY ISSUE 

Should the State Water Board adopt the resolution to allow the Executive Director or 
designee to apply for, accept and/or amend a federal WIIN grant? 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

U.S. EPA notified the State Water Board that a federal fiscal year (FFY) 2020 WIIN 
grant for approximately $4,000,000 is available to the State Water Board to assist with 
implementation of the DWSRF Program.  The WIIN grant funded projects will require a 
minimum non-federal cost share of 45 percent of the total project costs.  The Division 
anticipates using bond funds as match for these WIIN funded projects.  The grant 
includes funds for administration. 

DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER IMPACT 

Division of Financial Assistance staff consult with Division of Drinking Water staff during 
project design and construction. 

HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER ANALYSIS 

The WIIN grant will support the human right to water by making additional grant funds 
available for small disadvantaged communities water infrastructure needs.  Funded 
projects will support the Division of Drinking Water’s efforts to ensure that all 
Californians have safe and affordable drinking water. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The State Water Board authorize the Executive Director or designee to apply for, accept 
and/or amend a federal WIIN Grant. 


	STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD  BOARD MEETING SESSION – DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE MAY 19, 2020
	ITEM 3
	SUBJECT
	DISCUSSION
	POLICY ISSUE
	FISCAL IMPACT
	DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER IMPACT
	STAFF RECOMMENDATION



